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The Australian Stock Horse Society does not have compulsory microchipping of Australia Stock 
Horses in its policy, however, if the Federal Government legislated that all horses had to be 
microchipped we would be compelled to obey the legislation. 

Through the AHIC (Australian Horse Industry Council) we are currently working with the 
Government to try to find a way forward to solve the Government’s identification and location of 
horse problem and the best possible outcome for our Members.

Through our negotiations so far we have been able to demonstrate to the Government that NLIS 
(National Livestock Identification Scheme) as used with cattle (ie scanning each movement in and 
out with a central body) would not work within the horse industry.

We hope that with continued negotiation we will achieve a result satisfactory to all parties.

Our CEO, Catherine Newman, is working on the AHIC Board to try to achieve a workable solution 
to all concerned.

Joy Poole OAM 
Chairman 
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Australian Stock Horse Society to remain in Scone

Over the past six months the Board of Directors of the Australian Stock Horse Society has been 
investigating an opportunity to relocate the Head Office to the newly developed equine precinct in 
Tamworth.

After thorough investigation and review of the comprehensive feasibility report, the Board of Directors 
resolved to retain the Head Office operation in Scone.

The Board were conscious of the long term financial commitment required to facilitate the relocation.  
Given the current economic climate and several other factors, including covenants on the proposed 
block of land, the Board have agreed it was in the best interests of the members to remain in Scone.

The Australian Stock Horse Society wants the Australian Stock Horse to have the highest profile of any 
breed of horse in Australia with worldwide recognition.  The Society aims to preserve the heritage and 
identity of the Australian Stock Horse and to promote the development and popularity of Australian 
Stock Horses throughout Australia and the world whilst maintaining the heritage and to promote the 
bloodlines and high performance of the Australian Stock Horse among equestrian activities and the 
general public.

The Society will be working with Upper Hunter Shire Council to ensure the council continues to 
deliver on their commitments.  It is critical that the Council’s activities and future development 
complement and support the aims and mission of the Australian Stock Horse Society.  The Society 
look forward to building a stronger partnership with the Upper Hunter Shire Council.

Catherine Smith
General Manager
Australian Stock Horse Society


